Ethanol induced skeletal muscle degeneration--role of calcium.
The ethanol induced skeletal muscle degeneration is multi-factorial. The morphological changes of the skeletal muscle are more pronounced in the mitochondria. The excessive concentration of calcium in the mitochondria, as shown by the electron-probe micro-analysis, within the first week of ethanol intoxication, even before the appearance of ultrastructural changes suggests that the calcium influx provokes the mitochondrial degeneration.